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M rs. Jan L. (French) Rathbun, age 59, passed away Wednesday, September 29,

2010 at her home. She was born June 2, 1951 in Muskegon to Leon and
Audrey (McClain) French and lived in the area most of her life. On June 13, 1970, she

married Michael J. Rathbun in Muskegon and he survives her. Jan had worked as a

seamstress for 12 years at Knoll Group. She enjoyed reading, inner tubing down
rivers, and in her younger years played softball and volleyball. She also crocheted

hats for terminal cancer patients in Muskegon. Along with her husband, Michael, she
is survived by 2 children, Andrea (Chris) Murray of Columbus, IN, Paul (Sonya)

Rathbun of Muskegon; 4 grandchildren, Sarah Parker, Ashlee Murray, Alex Murray

and Chase Rathbun; her mother, Audrey (Sid) Henderson; and her brother, Randy
French. She was preceded in death by her father, Harold French and her

grandparents, Roy & Sula French, and Willis & Barbara McClain. A FUNERAL
SERVICE will be held 1:00 PM Saturday, October 2, 2010 at Central Assembly of God

(896 Home St.) with Pastor Curtis McClain officiating. VISITATION with Jan’s family

will be 5-8 PM Friday at The Lee Chapel, Sytsema Funeral Homes, Inc., 6291 S.
Harvey Street, (231) 798-1100. Visitation will also be held one hour prior to the

service, 12-1 PM Saturday at the church. INTERMENT will take place at Fruitport
Cemetery. MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS may be directed to the American Cancer

Society or the National Fibromyalgia Association. Sign the guestbook on-line at
www.sytsemafh.com
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Visitation

Sytsema Funeral & Cremation Services - The Lee

Chapel

6291 Harvey St., Norton Shores MI 49444

Visitation

Oakhurst Cemetery

Colby Street @ Peterson Rd, Whitehall MI 49461

Service

Oakhurst Cemetery

Colby Street @ Peterson Rd, Whitehall MI 49461
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Friday, October 1, 2010

5:00 PM - 8:00 PM ET

Saturday, October 2, 2010

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM ET

Saturday, October 2, 2010

1:00 PM ET
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Anonymous posted:

Sadness has filled many hearts upon hearing of the passing our dear Jan. Be assured that many

prayers for peace and rest will be spoken on your behalf, Mike and family, in the coming days and

weeks ahead as you continue on life’s journey without your loved one by your side.Many happy

memories will come to you during the quiet times you will have as you sit alone and ponder life.

Remember God’s love as you sit. Remember He knows all you carry in your hearts. Laughter comes

as I sit and think about Jan and I sitting on her bed in her family home, as teenagers, after church me

being invited over for Sunday dinner. Laughing, talking and maybe just a little bit of gossip about the

other kids in our Harbour Teens Youth Group. Jan and I thought we were pretty cool. I think we

probably really were! We both loved the Lord and tried living for Him the best we could. We knew we

could always improve, we even talked about that, but teenage life wasn’t easy and we loved to have

fun. Audrey was a big help to us both. Always speaking of the Lord to us and reading scripture and

explaining it to us.What a wonderful heritage. I will miss you Jan. Thank you for all the wonderful,

fun, happy memories.Hey Jan, we were real girlfriends weren’t we?##imported-begin##Susan

(Blanchette) and Tom Eikenberry ##imported-end##

October 2 at 11:16 AM

Anonymous posted:

Mike, Andrea, Paul & entire Rathbun family,I have not seen Jan in over 20 years but I feel a loss

knowing she is no longer with us. But to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord and

what rejoicing there is in Heaven. As George Younce sang "should you go first and I remain...walk

slowly and wait for me" I can see Jan walking slowly waiting on you Mike. How wonderful that she

made hats for cancer patients - so like her. May God wrap His arms around you and comfort you all

during this sad and difficult time and I truly hope knowing that you have many friends across the

United States holding you up in thought and prayer is comforting to you.I would love to take credit for

these words, but a friend of mine wrote them and of course I am parphrasing (and have her

permission to use them): Now that Jan is gone, she is everywhere...every ray of sunshine, every drop

of rain, every clap of thunder, every gentle breeze, every twinkle in the stars...she is there. Andrea &

Paul, when you really miss your Mom and want to see her, look in the mirror, for she is in your eyes.

Your are part of her because she made you, and in your eyes, you will find peace. Jan was taken

from this earth way too early and is gone but not forgotten. She is like a ship that we are watching set

sail. The ship is fading...fading into the horizon, and we are tearful and think "I can't see her

anymore." How sad for us. But on the other side, they see the ship on the horizon getting closer and

closer, and celebrate with great exaltation "Hallelujiah, she is coming, she is coming!!" What a

welcome she will get!! I hope these beautiful words my friend wrote are comforting to you. (I did get

her permission to use them)And one more thing to remember, she is not gone, she is just

away..."resting until resurrection morn".God Bless you all,Dave & Jackie McGrady##imported-

begin##Dave & Jackie McGrady##imported-end##

October 1 at 5:44 AM
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Anonymous posted:

Words cannot express the sadness I feel for the Rathbun family. I know Jan was a rock for her

husband and kids, and grandkids. She will be greatly missed. My heart, my thoughts and my prayers

are with you all today. I wish I could be there but obligations would not permit. God Bless and keep

you during this difficult time.##imported-begin##Amy (Campbell) Bostwick##imported-end##

October 2 at 5:56 AM

Anonymous posted:

My heart goes out to the Rathbun family during their time of sorrow. Remember this is not goodbye,

but see you later in heaven. I hope the found memories you all have of Jan make it easier as the days

go by. You are all in my thoughts and prayers. Andrea if you need anything even if it is just a shoulder

to cry on or someone to listen to you vent please don't hesitate to get a hold of me.##imported-

begin##Nancy & Matthew Pratt & family##imported-end##

October 1 at 3:17 PM

Anonymous posted:

Our hear goes out to Mike for the loss of his soul mate; and to Andrea and Paul for the loss of their

mother; and to Audrey for the loss of her daughter. May God's love sustain you all at this

time.##imported-begin##Uncle Bryan and Aunt Rosie##imported-end##

October 1 at 8:22 AM

Anonymous posted:

We're so sorry for your loss. Our condolences to the family.##imported-begin##Harold & Linda

Hardin....Camden, Tn.##imported-end##

October 1 at 5:44 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Jan L. (French) by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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